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Please note that I am not checking email for the month of July. I will be available to answer 
questions both before and after that time. 
 

The required summer reading assignment is intended to jumpstart your close reading 
and analysis skills.  We will use this novel to learn how to: take the AP style reading 
exams; write AP style paragraphs and essays; discuss in seminars, and finally use and 
apply domain and academic vocabulary.   

 

Lord of the Flies is a 1954 novel by Nobel Prize–winning British author William Golding. The 

book focuses on a group of British boys stranded on an uninhabited island and their disastrous 

attempt to govern themselves. The novel has been generally well received (from Wikipedia). 

 

As you read, please annotate the novel (this will be turned in). Consider the following as you 

read: 

 

1. The major themes of the novel, and how they are developed. What it says about human nature, 

human psychology, and human society. 

 

 2. Track the deterioration of the “society” on the island. Note the circumstances, events, and 

psychological forces that cause this deterioration  

 

3. Track the extensive use of symbolism in the novel. Examples of important symbols are the conch, the 

fire, the beast, Piggy‟s glasses, and the “lord of the flies,” as well as Piggy, Ralph, Simon, and Jack 

themselves.  

 

4. What is your opinion of the novel—is the story convincing? Does it present a realistic vision of human 

nature? Have you experienced or observed things that would either support or contradict Golding‟s 

ideas? 

 
Canvas Assignments: This course makes heavy use of the Canvas platform, which has many 
more features than either PearsonRealize or Google Classroom. Over the summer, I would 
like you to join the Canvas class “Pre-AP Sophomore English AY19-20 S1”. You will need to 
use a non-school email to complete the process. The join code for this class is 
https://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/P39YPX 
 
Once you have enrolled, post to the “Who I Am” board. I would like to know more about you 
as a person. Please be aware that this is a semi-public posting (others in the class can see 
what you write). Feel free to engage with others and me. If there is private information that I 
should know, please share that with me via email. 
 
There is a Canvas app available on both iOS and in the Google Play store. To find our course, 
search for “free Canvas accounts”. You are looking for “Canvas Student”. 

https://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/P39YPX

